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1. Purpose of Report 

 

1.1 To recommend the protection of a tree at Walton Arms Pub, Burnley Road, Altham, BB5 

5UL through the use of a Tree Preservation Order.   

 

2. Background 

 

2.1 In February 2019 an application was made to fell a Ash tree in the grounds Walton Arms 

Pub, Burnley Road, Altham, BB5 5UL.  The site is within the St James Altham Conservation 

Area.   

 

2.2 The request was made as the applicant wanted the tree removed for “Site Management”.   
 

2.3 There was no report outlining further reasons for felling the tree and no reasons such as 

damage was seen by the councils Arboricultural Officer and the Councils Ecology Officer on 

their site inspection on 27th March 2019.  

 

2.4 During the site inspection on 27th March 2019 carried out by the Council’s Arboricultural 

Officer and the Councils Ecology Officer, it was agreed that the tree was in a reasonably 

good condition, as far as could be ascertained given that the tree is covered in ivy, that it is 

visible to the general public, prominent in the landscape and worthy of protection.  To fell the 

tree would remove a large tree from the landscape which enhances the structure and 

appearance of the area and also provides space for wildlife.  

 

2.3 When making Tree Preservation Orders it is necessary to assess the amenity value of the 

trees.  As well as considering the condition and species of the tree(s) to be protected it is 

also necessary to consider factors such as the lifespan of the tree, relative public visibility, 

historic or habitat value, the form of the tree and whether it is rare or unusual.  The 

assessment also considers whether the extent to which the tree is at risk of being felled or 

damaged.  A scoring system is used to determine whether the tree merits protection.   



 

 

 

2.4 An assessment of this tree has been undertaken and is included at Appendix 1.  The scores 

indicate that the tree merits protection.  Given the request to fell for no apparent reason, it is 

considered that there is a “foreseeable” threat to the tree.   

 

2.5 The Council made a temporary TPO in January 2019 and this provides protection for a 

maximum of 6 months.  Local residents and councillors have been consulted,  

The following properties were consulted: 

 Nos. 2 & 4 Burnley Road, Altham. 

 Nos. 5 & 7 New Row, Burnley Road, Altham. 

 Altham Hall Bungalow, Burnley Road, Altham 

 The Walton Arms Public House, Burnley Road, Altham 

 Cllrs Paul Cox, Stephen Button and Miles Parkinson. 

 

3. Objections / representations 

 

3.1 No objections were received.  Residents & councillors had until 20th May 2019 to write in with 

their comments. 

 

4. Officers Observations 

 

4.1 Detailed comments on the tree are set out below as well as photographs of the trees.   

 

Tree 1 Ash  

This tree is a mature Ash tree approximately 90cm in diameter and 25m in height, growing on 

the boundary between The Walton Arms Public House and 5 New Row, Burnley Road, Altham. 

It is a well balanced tree, it is visible to the public and it enhances the structure and 

appearance of the area, it also provides space for wildlife. The tree is also within the 

Conservation Area and makes a significant contribution to the character and appearance of 

the Conservation Area. 

 

This tree was in a good condition at the time of inspection, however the presence of a large 

amount of thick ivy has prevented a thorough inspection, future work requested will be based 

on an arborist report from the applicant.   

 

This tree presents a high impact on the local environment making a significant contribution to 

the character and appearance of the area / Conservation Area and a high degree of public 

benefit in the future. 

 

5. Recommendations 

 

5.1 To confirm the TPO and make it permanent on the grounds that: 

 

1. The tree is in a good condition at this time, but if not protected it could be open to 

indiscriminate pruning or felling. 



 

 

 

2. The tree is notable and can be seen from the main road and nearby footpaths, it adds value to 

the character of the area generally as well as the Conservation Area. 

 

3. The tree has ecological potential. 

 

 

 

 

 


